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(3) Details on how to conduct the
tests;

(4) Scoring procedures and minimum
passing scores;

(5) Information for selecting driving
test routes;

(6) List of the skills to be tested;
(7) Instructions on where and how the

skills will be tested;
(8) How performance of the skills will

be scored; and
(9) Causes for automatic failure of

skills tests.

[53 FR 27657, July 21, 1988, as amended at 53
FR 39051, Oct. 4, 1988]

§ 383.133 Testing methods.
(a) All tests shall be constructed in

such a way as to determine if the appli-
cant possesses the required knowledge
and skills contained in subpart G of
this part for the type of motor vehicle
or endorsement the applicant wishes to
obtain.

(b) States shall develop their own
specifications for the tests for each ve-
hicle group and endorsement which
must be at least as stringent as the
Federal standards.

(c) States shall determine specific
methods for scoring the knowledge and
skills tests.

(d) Passing scores must meet those
standards contained in § 383.135.

(e) Knowledge and skills tests shall
be based solely on the information con-
tained in the driver manuals referred
to in § 383.131(a).

(f) Each knowledge test shall be valid
and reliable so as to assure that driver
applicants possess the knowledge re-
quired under § 383.111.

(g) Each basic knowledge test, i.e.,
the test covering the areas referred to
in § 383.111 for the applicable vehicle
group, shall contain at least 30 items,
exclusive of the number of items test-
ing air brake knowledge. Each endorse-
ment knowledge test, and the air brake
component of the basic knowledge test
as described in § 383.111(g), shall con-
tain a number of questions that is suf-
ficient to test the driver applicant’s
knowledge of the required subject mat-
ter with validity and reliability.

(h) The skills tests shall have admin-
istrative procedures, designed to
achieve interexaminer reliability, that

are sufficient to ensure fairness of pass/
fail rates.

§ 383.135 Minimum passing scores.

(a) The driver applicant must cor-
rectly answer at least 80 percent of the
questions on each knowledge test in
order to achieve a passing score on
such knowledge test.

(b) To achieve a passing score on the
skills test, the driver applicant must
demonstrate that he/she can success-
fully perform all of the skills listed in
§ 383.113.

(c) If the driver applicant does not
obey traffic laws, or causes an accident
during the test, he/she shall automati-
cally fail the test.

(d) The scoring of the basic knowl-
edge and skills tests shall be adjusted
as follows to allow for the air brake re-
striction (§ 383.95):

(1) If the applicant scores less than 80
percent on the air brake component of
the basic knowledge test as described
in § 383.111(g), the driver will have
failed the air brake component and, if
the driver is issued a CDL, an air brake
restriction shall be indicated on the li-
cense; and

(2) If the applicant performs the
skills test in a vehicle not equipped
with air brakes, the driver will have
omitted the air brake component as de-
scribed in § 383.113(c) and, if the driver
is issued a CDL, the air brake restric-
tion shall be indicated on the license.

Subpart I [Reserved]

Subpart J—Commercial Driver’s
License Document

SOURCE: 53 FR 27657, July 21, 1988, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 383.151 General.

The CDL shall be a document that is
easy to recognize as a CDL. At a mini-
mum, the document shall contain in-
formation specified in § 383.153.

§ 383.153 Information on the document
and application.

(a) All CDLs shall contain the follow-
ing information:
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